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The Utterance Intention of the Title and its Relevance to 
Textual Intention in A Flash in the Wall of Night and The 

Plain by Ahmed Nasr "A pragmatic study" 

Dr. Mahmoud Mohamed Emlouda 
Faculty of Arts, Misurata University, Libya 

Abstract: 
This paper falls within the pragmatic approach. It deals with two 

Libyan novels: “A Flash in the Wall of Night” and “The Plain” by 
Ahmed Nasr. The aim is to present a study that clarifies the principle of 
relevance in the concept presented by the two critics: Dan Sperber and 
Deiredre Wilson. The two said novels underwent some research under 
different approaches from social studies, structuralism and stylistics. 
However, the title and other paratexts of the same have not been 
considered. Thus, my paper is meant to deal with the title intention and 
the textual utterance intention. So, the main titles can thus be studied as 
being representatives of the theme and the place and so can the internal 
titles as being clearly or unclearly representing the narrative character. 
The paper concluded that what the author wants to convey in the title is 
not that revealed by his valuation. The author does not want to merely 
inform as he does know that the reader will realize that from the fictional 
context. In fact, what the author wants to inform is not clear but he uses 
the clear informing to pass his implied intention.  

key words: Pragmatics, relevance theory, utterance intention, 
valuation, implied intention. 
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